
Serendipity 

 

A uniquely styled narrow boat along the lines of a traditional commissioner’s launch believed built in 1992 by 

Peter Newman of Derbyshire. The vessel was surveyed in 2018 and underwent considerable works in both 2018 

and 2022, including hull blacking and maintenance to the forward timber superstructure in particular, but this now 

has areas that are in need of urgent attention. For the right person, ‘Serendipity III’ represents an exciting 

opportunity to bring a very attractive vessel back to her former glory, but it will require time, money and expertise. 

For anyone that is genuinely interested, the vessel is available for viewing 7 days a week by prior appointment 

only as it is lying away.  

54’ Narrow Boat 

 

BSC    23/03/2027 

Builder   Peter Newman 

Model   Commissioner’s Launch 

Year    Believed 1992 

Berths   2 + 2 in 2 cabins 

Engines   BMC 1.5 

Fuel Type   Diesel 

Drive Type   Shaft Drive   

Cruising Speed  4—6 mph  

Dimensions   54’4” (16.55m) x 6'10” (2.08m)  

Maximum Draft  2’5” (0.70m)  

Last Survey   2018 

Engine Service No data 

 

Cabin Headroom   5’11’’ - 5’6” (1.80—1.68m) 

Hull Material   Steel plate 12/6/5mm 

Hull Type   Flat 

Keel Type   Other  

Dry Weight    20 Tons (approx.)  

Fuel Capacity   150 litres (33 gallons) - est. 

Water Capacity   450 litres (100 gallons) - est. 

Toilet     Electric & cassette  

Bridge Clearance   6’ (1.83m) 

Heating + Hot water   Morso stove, calorifier +   

    immersion 

Blacking   2022 

Other Equipment   2 x 13kg & 1x 6kg LPG bottle, 

shore power, charger, 2 x 12v batteries, cratch, aft tonneau. 
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